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Vernonhills  Hard Fought 
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HAWK ISLAND (IRE): placed 3 times at 2 and 3 years, 2008 viz second in Maiden (Class 4), 

Newmarket, Maiden (Class 5), Nottingham and fourth in AW Maiden (Class 5), Lingfield 
Park. 

  
1st Dam 
CRIMPHILL (IRE), won 2 races at 3 and 5 years, £60,366 including Salsabil Stakes, 

Navan, L., placed 8 times including second in Saval Beg Stakes, Leopardstown, L., 
Vintage Crop Stakes, Navan, L. and third in Saval Beg Stakes, Leopardstown, L.; 

dam of 2 runners from 3 foals of racing age including- 
Hawk Island (IRE) (2005 c. by Hawk Wing (USA)), see above. 
Hawkhill (IRE) (2006 c. by Hawk Wing (USA)), in training. 

She also has a 2007 colt by Rock of Gibraltar (IRE). 
  
2nd Dam 
VERNONHILLS, placed twice at 4 years; 
dam of eight winners from 11 runners and 13 foals of racing age including- 

CRIMPHILL (IRE) (f. by Sadler's Wells (USA)), see above. 
Royal Burst (IRE) (f. by Royal Academy (USA)), won 4 races in South Africa and 

£20,583, third in Champagne Stakes, Kenilworth, Gr.3; dam of winners. 
PECOS BILL (IRE), won 17 races in Italy and £148,349 and placed 26 times. 
ZENNO BOLERO (IRE), won 7 races at 3, 4 and 6 years in Japan and £12,653. 
PARADISE HILLS (IRE), won 6 races at 2, 4 and 5 years in Japan and £778,906. 
INDIAN PALE (IRE), won 3 races at 4 and 5 years, 2008 in Sweden and £21,327. 

  
3rd Dam 
PEARL STAR, won 4 races at 2 and 3 years including Strensall Stakes, York, L., placed 8 

times including second in Cork and Orrery Stakes, Royal Ascot, Gr.3; Own sister to 
PORTESE and SEADIVER; 

dam of nine winners from 11 runners and 12 foals of racing age including- 
GULF KING, won 4 races including Panasonic Beresford Stakes, Curragh, Gr.2 and 

Guardian Classic Trial, Sandown Park, Gr.3. 
CANADIAN STAR, won 3 races at home and in Hong Kong including Hong Kong 

Derby, Sha Tin, L., placed second in Hong Kong Gold Cup, Sha Tin, L. 
Star Burst, won 8 races and placed 13 times including third in Old Newton Cup 

Handicap, Haydock Park, L.; also won 2 races over hurdles. 
PRINCE BLESS, won 2 races at 3 years and placed 3 times; also won 2 races over 

hurdles including Ladbroke Handicap Hurdle, Liverpool, placed 7 times. 
  
The next dam WHISPERING STAR, won 1 race at 2 years, her only start; Own sister to 

Western Air; 
dam of eleven winners from 16 runners and 17 foals of racing age including- 

BLUE STAR, won 8 races at home and in Malaysia including Lion City Cup, 
Singapore, L. (twice), placed third in Wokingham Handicap, Royal Ascot, L. 

PORTESE, won 5 races at 2 to 4 years including William Hill Gold Cup Handicap, 
Redcar, L., third in Ward Hill Bunbury Cup Handicap, Newmarket, L.; sire. 

SEADIVER, won 1 race at 2 years viz Somerville Tattersall Stakes, Newmarket, L., 
placed 5 times including second in Horris Hill Stakes, Newbury, Gr.3. 

Bold Secret, won 2 races at 3 years and placed once; also won 15 races at 5 to 7 
years in Italy, placed second in Premio Montecitorio, Rome, L. 

FLYING MELODY, won 2 races at 2 and 3 years in France; dam of winners. 
ROYAL APPLAUSE (GB), Champion older sprinter in Europe in 1997, 9 races 

including Middle Park Stakes, Newmarket, Gr.1, Haydock Park Sprint Cup, 
Haydock Park, Gr.1, second in July Cup, Newmarket, Gr.1; sire. 

LYRIC FANTASY (IRE), Champion 2yr old filly in Europe in 1992, 6 races at 2 
and 3 years including Keeneland Nunthorpe Stakes, York, Gr.1. 

IN COMMAND (IRE), 2 races at 2 years including Dewhurst Stakes, Newmarket, 
Gr.1, third in Middle Park Stakes, Newmarket, Gr.1; sire. 
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